Bishop Martin III (Johannis) of Medininkai is the first Žemaitijan ordinary of whose activities we know more than merely a few facts. Unfortunately most of what is written about him is false: he did not have a surname (Lintfari is a scribal error for Lituani); he did not hold canonries in Liège, Louvain or Poznań, let alone 'work' in Flanders or Poland. This article reviews diverse known sources for Martin's life and career and provides new information from the Gniezno Consistory Court record and other manuscripts which reveals how his career formed in the Roman Curia before he returned to Lithuania as bishop of Medininkai and reflects his concerns for the affairs of Church and State. An appendix provides five new sources from manuscripts in Cracow and Gniezno along with a new edition of Martin's will from the earliest surviving copy. KEY WORDS: Medininkai, Žemaitija, Bishop Martin, papal provision, Vilnius, canon, Jewish conversion, parish foundation.
The year 1492 in Lithuania and Poland was a period of leadership change among the higher echelons of society. In June Grand Duke King Casimir died in Grodno to be replaced on the throne in Vilnius by his son Alexander; in the Grand Duchy of Lithuania three new bishops were appointed: Albert Tabor became bishop of Vilnius, Archdeacon John (Andryschewycz, Andriušaitis) acceded to the see of Lutsk and Martin (Johannis) assumed command of the diocese of Medininkai. In certain respects these three men were much of a kind 1 . All (probably) were university graduates (the first two certainly studied at the University of Cracow) and all (undoubtedly) were legal experts. Albert and John were both canons of Vilnius Cathedral and were active in law cases in the diocese and also further afield in the ecclesiastical provincial capital Gniezno. They were also involved closely in the domestic political life of the Grand Duchy. Martin is a little different. He was the son of John, a 'German', presumably Livonian or Prussian burgher of Vilnius (Andriušaitis too was of Vilnius burgher stock) and had spent most of his adult life outside the Grand Duchy, in 1 nań connection would refer to our Martin's alleged holding of a canonry in the city. The connection with the Law and with Bishop Martin II (1483-92) would make him an excellent choice for the Medininkai mitre. Unfortunately Martinus Iohannis de Posnania appears as scribe and notary public (titles our Martin never used of himself either before or after 1492) in the same period as Bishop Martin III flourished in Medininkai, Vilnius and Cracow.
Activities before 1491
Almost no details survive of Martin's first four decades or so. If he did study at Cracow (although of him the university matriculation records make no mention) it would have been in the 1450s, -early 1460s which would make him a (near) contemporary of the noble Polish prelate and diplomat Uriel z Górki (among others, of course) and slightly older than both Albert Tabor and Jonas Andiušaitis. Like Uriel he moved to Italy 6 . No known source survives which would explain when this happened. It is known that several missions involving Lithuanians were sent to Italy during the reign of Casimir IV. Thus, in 1459 a group of Lithuanian youths took part in a Jagiellonian embassy to the Council of Mantua and in 1477 Jurgis Goštautas acted as courier for Casimir's deliberations on pan-European policy against the Turk in Venice and Rome 7 . The king's diplomatic activities at the Curia intensified after the Tatar sack of Kiev in 1482 and support was offered for a crusade against the Ottomans 8 . Such then is the diplomatic background which would explain how and why Martin could have found his way to the Curia and made a career there.
It is at the papal court in September 1483 that Martin appears for the first time in the surviving written record, when Pope Sixtus IV granted him provision for a Polish benefice, the chapel of the Blessed Virgin Mary in St Nicholas' church in Kalisz, which had fallen vacant when its presumed holder Stanislaw of Wielun died in the Roman Curia 9 . Stanislaw had held the post, or at least a provision for it since 1458 . Serving in the Roman curia as a fixer for Polish secular and ecclesiastical clients (from the king to much more humble supplicants) appears to have been a model for creating a virtual, and occasionally a real career in the Polish Church during the late fifteenth century 12 . Joining this evidence together with the claim made by the seventeenthcentury antiquarian Kojalavičius (that Martin spent time in Italy, was very learned in the Law, and was appointed by Casimir), knowledge that Martin was endowed with the archdiaconate and a canonry in Vilnius by a motu proprio of Pope Innocent VIII, and evidence of a strong feeling for Rome from the bishop's 1512 testament, we might have grounds for suspecting that Martin was involved in some kind of diplomatic mission on the king's behalf at the Holy See 13 . In this he may have been connected with Bishop Uriel of Poznań. One should also not forget that such provisory documents were not issued gratis but incurred suitable charges from the Curia based on annual income expected from the benefice.
Appointment to Medininkai
In 1491 Pope Innocent VIII issued a nomination motu proprio (a new and lucrative form of papal endowment created by this pope for the first time in 1484) for Martin to the office of archdeacon of Vilnius (held by John Andriuszewicz (Andriušaitis) until October-December 1491 14 ). The office of archdeacon, the most junior of cathedral prelacies, presupposes suitable legal and administrative qualifications. Innocent also reserved the see of Medininkai for Martin whilst his predecessor Martinus II de Samogittia was still alive, as we can infer from Pope Alexander VI's bull of 8 October 1492 15 . The pope lays great emphasis on fulfilling the provision of his predecessor and upholding the right of the Holy See to appoint to bishoprics which have already been reserved by the pope for a given candidate. He is also impressing his authority over the new grand duke. It would seen that this message was taken to heart in Vilnius, for during discussions between the Lithuanian and Polish ruling elites in Cracow in 1499 concerning Union matters, the Lithuanian embassy headed by Bishop Martin and Jonas zaberezinskis sought to ensure that Polish representatives at the Curia would not connive with the papal authorities to impose a candidate from outside the Grand Duchy on any vacant Lithuanian see. It remains unclear whether this concern was provoked by Martin 16 . The Holy See pledged to defend Martin in disputes over these beneficia litigosa and permitted him to accumulate the said benefices in order to compensate for the poverty of his bishopric 17 . The tax or annate due on his Lithuanian appointment was set at 33 and one third florin, the lowest required, as was traditional in the case of Medininkai, and Martin was freed from the obligation to pay it 18 . Any deduction made from these data that Martin actually held ecclesiastical office in the dioceses of Gniezno, Liège (and certainly not Louvain) and Poznań is false. Martin does not feature in the most recent definitive study of the late-mediaeval chapter of Poznań and no mention is made of these alleged benefices in later documentary evidence 19 . Martin received possession of his supernumerary canonry and archdeaconate of Vilnius along with his stall in choir and the right to vote in chapter based on his letters apostolic of Innocent VIII and Alexander VI on 17 August 1493 20 . He would not obtain his full canonry with a prebend until the death of Canon Andrius Svyriškis in 1508, which gave rise to a suitable vacancy. It would take the bishop a considerable effort to obtain the payments due to him from the chapter as a prebendary canon, involving long legal battles in Vilnius and Gniezno between 1510 and 1512.
Political adviser
Holding the rank of second most senior prelate within the Grand Duchy, following the bishop of Vilnius, Martin as bishop of Medininkai would be expected to feature in the political record, as in fact he does from 1496 to 1506 as an envoy and counsellor of Grand Duke Alexander. Indeed Martin's indulgence for the Vilnius Franciscans in 1493 was issued probably during a Vilnius sejm following the election of Alexander Jagiellonczyk and it was during political discussions between the grand duke's brothers concerning the inheritance of Sigismund that Martin was co-opted onto a slew of indulgences for the Franciscan Church of St Nicholas in Vilnius, the parish church in Maisagala and several parish priests within the diocese of Vilnius granted by Cardinal Frederick and his fellow Lithuanian bishops in 1495 21 . Krasne Siolo, Daugai and Ramigala. 41 After Alexander Jagiellończyk died in 1506 Martin supported the accession of Sigismund to the Lithuanian and Polish thrones and he appears as a witness to the new monarch's charters in Mielnik and Vilnius in 1507. 42 The precarious nature of a career at court may be reflected in Martin's appeal for confirmation of the grand duke's bounty by the pope. On 14 April 1507 Julius II issued bulls confirming Martin's rights to Surviliškės and the advowsons granted him by the late Grand Duke-King Alexander's charter of XXX 1503 43 However, after the political restructuring introduced in the aftermath of the Glinsky Uprising Martin fades somewhat from the political scene. Even though Martin obtained his prebendary in 1508 his fellow canons denied him the income he was due from his office in chapter. He was present along with Bishop Albert Radvila at the Vilnius Sejm on 16 January 1509 but he seems to have withdrawn from matters of state (or at least we have very little evidence of his continuing contribution to political life) afterwards. 44 On 15 September 1513 he was the sole lord spiritual present at Sigismund the Old's treaty with the tsar of the Perekop Tatars in Vilnius. 45 In the last year of his life we see him at court once more witnessing Sigismund's confirmation of Jonas Sapiega's purchase of land at Točiškės in the Vilnius powiat.
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Church activities
It is of course impossible to separate the religious from the secular in much of the activity of a lord spiritual such as the bishop of Medininkai. Appearances at court provided an opportunity to obtain royal support for the Church in general, as we have noted above. In general Martin has a good press in historical studies as an excellent pastor and builder of churches. It is unclear whether this reputation is based on evidence no longer extant or on pious commemoration and comparison with his successors who were singularly inadequate pastors. We know from the surviving official record of the Vilnius Chapter that ex officio as canon of Vilnius Martin oversaw the publication of three papal privileges for the chapter in 1501 concerning the right to enjoy the same privileges as the canons of Cracow. 47 In effect the episcopate of Martin III coincides with a notable increase in ecclesiastical foundations in Žemaitija. It seems that of 27 or 24 churches in the diocese in 1514, nine or ten were founded during Martin's time . This coincided with a period where gentry income had risen to such an extent that there was more free cash to allow donations for church-building and chantry 48 Given the chaos which accompanied a similar rise in gentry foundations in the Vilnius diocese during the same period, it will be worth noting how far the ordinary remained in control of developments within his see. It appears that during Martin's episcopate the juridical post of official was founded (nearly seventy years later than in Vilnius) and so were the offices of mansionary, for which he issued a (lost) emolument granting them 18 sexagenas annually. 49 His activities in his own diocese should be divided into at least three overlapping categories, namely his direct personal foundations, the foundations made by others during his episcopate and his administration of the see.
Of personal foundations were know only two examples. On 8 Januay 1507 Martin established an emolument (four tithes and two serfs with their land and families) to maintain a chapel in Medininkai cathedral, which had been founded without a charter by his predecessors. 50 Martin also purchased fisheries on the Veiviržas and šalpė rivers from the Petraševičiai in 1501. 51 Judging by the will of Jurgis Gedkantaitis (6 October 1505) Martin was able to attract direct funding from pious gentlemen. During a period of plague in Medininkai Jurgis left his whole fortune to the bishop and his chapter, while selecting the cathedral as his last resting place. 52 We must suspect that he had some close connection with the church. During the Trakai sejm in summer 1493 Martin collaborated with Starosta Stanislovas Jonaitis Kęsgaila over to support Simon of Grodno, parish priest of the Church of All Saints in Luokė, in his request for the grand duke to confirm damaged parish charters. In 1499 Martin along with the bishops of Vilnius and Kiev granted All Saint's and Corpus Christi indulgences. 53 Three years later during the Vilnius sejm Martin asks Alexander to confirm earlier charters and allow the local priest to obtain income from the local market and taverns, a good deed which was recalled once more in a 1566 charter. 54 At the same time Alexander acknowledged that the local advowson belonged to the bishops of Žemaitija. The šemeta-Davainaitė altar of Our Lady at šaukėnai (issued at Hniezno in the Volkovysk District in1497) seems to have no connection with Martin, nor does the 1498 grand-ducal donation of Potumšiai to support a cathedral prebendary (witnessed by the starosta of Žemaitija). 55 Similarly the 1498 foundation of the parish church of the Assumption and Immaculate Conception of Our Lady, Holy Cross, SS Nicholas, Bartholomew, Stanislaw and George by Mikalojus Jaugelavičius at Kurtuvėnai does not involve the bishop directly. 56 On 8 March 1503 Kotryna Mykolienė of Žeimiai (now in the Kėdainiai District) founded the church at Linkuva, granting its priest land which had once belonged to the Jacowiczi, who had killed her son. The emoluments were witnessed by the official and other cathedral clergy. Clearly the bishop's administration had its finger on the pulse of religious life in the diocese. 57 In 1503 Alexander granted Martin and his successors the grand-ducal right of presentation to all canonries and prebends in Medininkai and a further seven Žemaitijan parishes in perpetuity, viz. Veliuona, Raseiniai, Viduklė, šiauliai, Varniai, Kaltinėnai and Betygala. 58 During Martin's reign Betygala appears to have been a prominent centre of devout gentry. In Gniezno we find noblemen from the area acting as couriers of court documents; in June 1504 Valentinus and Bartholomew Jurgievičiai confirmed their parents' chantry foundation in Betygala parish church of St Nicholas. Four months later one Mila Visginaite made her will bequeathing three tithes to the Betygala chantry priest Paul. The document was presented to Bishop Martin in Medininkai by the Jurgievičiai chantry priest, Albert, for confirmation, also present were the keepers of Kraziai, Utena and Ariogala. 61 In June 1504 Bagdonas Mastvilas founded a chantry in Raseiniai parish church, the emolument being recorded in the home of the parish priest Canon Nicholas.
62 A church of the Holy Trinity, the Annunciation and St Bartholomew and a parish school was founded by the Bartoševičiai in Tauragė in 1507 in collaboration with Bishop Martin. Błaszczyk and later Rabikauskas doubted the authenticity of the foundation but given the nature of the copy the objections raised against it are not completely credible and the counter arguments in favour of deformed authenticity put forward by Vacys Vaivada are valid, there is no reason to strike Tauragė of the list of early-sixteenth-century foundations. 63 At Pašakarniai on 21 May 1509 Mikalojus Jonaitis Kęsgaila, son of the former starosta of Žemai-tija, Jonas, founded and endowed the parish church of St James in švėkšna not far from the Prussian border. 64 In return the parish priest was to say three Masses a week in eternity (of the Holy Trinity, Our Lady and St James) in the celebration which they were to be obliged by the local bishop. Ten days later at Kražiai Mikalojus' brother Stanislovas, castellan of Trakai and starosta of Žemaitija founded and endowed the Church of the Holy Trinity, the Nativity of Our Lady, St Anne, the Three Kings, SS Stanislaw, Nicholas, Catherine and Barbara in Batakiai, 20 km n.e. of Tauragė. Stanislovas appoints John as parish priest, reserving the advowson for himself and his successors. In return the incumbent rector is to offer Mass on Sundays, Mondays (Holy Trinity), Tuesdays (St Anne), Wednesdays and Fridays (for the souls of dead kin), Thursdays (All Saints) and Saturdays (Nativity of Our Lady). The bishop is not mentioned in this foundation which was witnessed by Kražiai clerics, Albert Goštautas and the latter's chaplain. 65 The demands made by starosta of his priest at Batakiai are without equal in Lithuanian parish churches in that they extend to the whole week.
Three years later, in May 1512 one Albertas Gruzdavičius with his wife Tabitha and sons, Stanislovas and Jonas obtained the 'special consent' of Bishop Martin to erect and endow an altar in Kelmė parish church which they dedicated to SS Anne, Albert (Wojciech) and George. With the bishop's concent they present a Medininkai mansionary priest, Andrew, to the benefice, requiring two Masses a week. In the north-east corner of the diocese at Saločiai (formerly Pamūšis) a new parish church was erected and endowed in 1514 by a lady, Barbora sister of Petras-Petka, and two gentlemen, Lutka Baldanas and Lutka Baltas, dedicated to Our Lady, SS Peter, Paul, Nicholas and Anne. The founders do not specify any service to be rendered by the parish priest, Stephen, and his successors, but
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Given the (relative) increase in the foundation of churches and chantries during Martin's episcopacy, it might come as a surprise to find that towards the end of his life the bishop was chided by King Sigismund the Old for obstructing the presentation of priests to (unspecified) vacant parishes in his diocese. In October 1514 the monarch threatened to report Martin to the archbishop of Gniezno and the pope in Rome, if he continued to thwart the presentation of clergy to parishes and chaplaincies by Stanislovas Jonaitis Kęsgaila, the starosta of Žemaitija. 69 It is difficult to understand what provoked the wrath of the bishop towards Sigismund's lord lieutenant. We have noted that the 1509 foundation of Batakiai does not mention the bishop (unlike the contemporary foundation of švėkšna by Mikalojus Jonaitis Kęsgaila), but this is hardly relevant here. It may be that the lord lieutenant tried to impose his candidate in parishes which had been transferred to the bishop's advowson by Grand Duke Alexander, or that he was pressurising the bishop in other ways. Certainly this Kęsgaila was willing to pursue his family's interests in presenting clergy to their parishes, as we know from his long-lasting dispute with Stanislovas Petraitis Kiška over the Deltuva advowson which left the parish without a priest for more than a decade. 70 A month later Sigismund himself asked the bishop to grant an unnamed benefice to John Siculus Amatus. 71 What became of this request is unknown. We do know, however, that in October 1515 the learned Sicilian priest appealed to the papal legate for permission to hold two incompatible benefices.
The foundations of churches and chantries made or remade during Mertin's episcopacy were concentrated more on the south-western and north-eastern borders of the diocese close to Prussia and the Palatinate of Trakai and in more central parts of the see, to the east, mainly south-east of Varniai. While chantry altars might appear to be less significant than parish churches, they should not be underestimated. They reflect the increase in local devotion and a consolidation of the mother foundation. In some parishes a chantry might possess essential liturgical equipment which was lacking from the church's central altar, as in the case of the chantry priests in švenčionys and Lentupis (Vilnius Diocese) who possessed chalices and chasubles while the main foundation had nothing (insofar as we can tell from the Visitation Reecords of 1522).
As might be expected, Martin was familiar with the geography of his see. In the summer of 1508 as war against Muscovy ravaged Martin answered a query raised by his brother bishop Henry Basedow of Courland concerning the territories of Dania (Dame) and Pressel in the Amboten District of Livonia. After consulting his own people and grand-ducal officials Martin noted that although these two rivers flow in Žemaitija, he does not know where their sources are. He does, however, know that the territories of that name belong to the diocese of Courland.
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As a diocesan administrator, Martin paid considerable attention to his finances. We know almost nothing of his income and expenditure, except that the former was almost certainly meagre. Medininkai was one of the poorest sees in the province of Gniezno, judging by papal tax records and the permission he was granted to hold multiple benefices, in effect two in Vilnius cathedral. In the Gniezno appeal court he brought two cases involving his income and spending. He bought the chapter of Vilnius to court for refusing the paying him the income from property and stipends which he was owed as a prebendary canon, and he prosecuted the Vilnius goldsmith Wolfgang for failing to return to him half a mark (125 g) of silver scraps from a sculpture he had commissioned (whether for a church or himself remains unknown). The court found in the artisan's favour, having established that it was the custom, tradition and practice to allow craftsmen to keep such off-cuts (ex labore ex sculptura)
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Martin's Last Will and Testament
We might hope to learn something of Martin's character when he became aware that he was dying. Martin dictated his will to his faithful servant, lawyer and canon, Martin of Sokolniki in the white room to the right hand side of the entrance to the Episcopal palace in Medininkai on Monday 13 August 1512 almost three years before he died and three and a half months after the definitive sentence was pronounced in his favour in his appeal in Gniezno against the actions of the Vilnius Chapter. The testament survives in two copies of Canon Martin's notarial act, the older dating from 4 May 1515, when the executors had it registered in the acts of the Gniezno Chapter, the more recent being the seventeenth-century copy made by Fr M. Babinowski. The two copies differ in only one major respect, namely the confusion of St Peter's Basilica in Rome with the Church of St Peter in Varniai. The making of the will was encouraged by a deterioration in the bishop's health; Martin was suffering from syphilis, the French disease. In this he was not alone among the Catholic hierarchy of early-modern Lithuania. His contemporary, cardinal Frederick Jagiellończyk was also a syphilitic. Martin's will is clearly a public act. The beneficiaries include some of the men who witnessed its dictation (perhaps to confirm their loyalty with pledges of future benefaction?). In its notarial form it is similar to the 1490 testament of Canon Matthias of Medininkai. 76 The arenga is the same as that of Matthias and the pious gentleman Jurgis Gedkantaitis (see above). The bishop commends himself to God, His Immaculate Mother and the whole Company of Heaven, before setting out his bequests. He does not specify his burial place [in his bridal church of Medininkai] until the end of the text, while the layman Jurgis names his burial site before outlining his gifts.
First of all Martin bequeathed the estate he had received for faithful services rendered from Alexander Jagiellonczyk at Surviliškės as confirmed by Pope Julius II (in 1507) to the cathedral and chapter of Medininkai, reserving 18 sexagenas annually from its income for the upkeep of the cathedral mansionaries. The house in Vilnius which he had purchased from Erasmus Ciolek, a purchase he had confirmed by Grand Duke Alexander, he bequeathed to future bishops of Medininkai, asking his executors to pay off his small, but honourable household.
This concern for his staff is reflected in Martin's instructions for the disposal of his movable property (gold, silver, money, jewels, rings, clothing, horses, furniture, cattle, livestock, corn and other materials) according to the wishes of the canons not for the fabric of the church or the purchase of chalices, crosses, chasubles, bells and other movables but for the income of the canons and mansionaries so that, released from cares to provide themselves with necessities they might better pray for the Church's benefactors. In this care for his servants and colleagues and his disdain for the enrichment of the sacristy Martin stands apart from his fellow clergy and gentry patrons. In comparison with the effects of other prelates and lawyers both canon and civil, the absence of books from the list of Martin's possession is striking. After all, Martin was an accomplished lawyer and, according to Alexander Borgia's cliché, literarum scientia preditus.
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As executors of his will he selected cathedral officers and canons (Paul of Przasznisz the Official, Paul parish priest of Kaltinenai, Nicholas parish priest of Raseiniai, Benedict, Bartholomew and Gregory), instructing that if there be any legal problems with the will these be amended in codicils and that the document be kept in Medininkai Cathedral. If his wishes were not respected then all the legacies should go to St Peter's Church in the Roman Curia (ad maiorem ecclesiam Sancti Petri in curia Romana). Concern over the implementation of the will was shared by the executors after Martin died. On 4 May 1515 through the notary Laurence Benjamin Wolff the will was registered with the Consistory Court in Gniezno. We know from later complaints that the executors or at least the canons handed over Martin's movables, gold and silver to his successor, Bishop Nicholas Radvila, on loan and the prelate never handed the treasure back. Jonas Jucevicius, Jonas Stanevicius, Jokubas Mikalojevicius. The date of Martin's death remains unknown to scholarship. We know that his will was enrolled posthumously in Gniezno by his executors on 4 May 1515 and this represents the earliest date ante quem we have, replacing 6 July 1515, the date on which Pope Leo X makes provision for Nicholas Radvila to assume the see of Medininkai and makes reference to bone memorie Martino episcopo. Błaszczyk makes an erroneous reference to the provision of the see for Radvila on 29 March 1515. The document he cites inaccurately dates from 29 May. Nevertheless, it seems likely that sometime in March 1515 would be close to the actual day of the bishop's death.
Conclusion
In his career Martin III is both a traditional and an innovatory figure. He was one of the last Lithuanian burgher bishops, but one who studied not in Cracow but in Italy. The next generation of prelates had more men who studied law in Italy -Paul Alšėniškis (bishop of Lutsk and Vilnius), Albertas Radvila (Bishop of Vilnius), Mikalojus Radvila (bishop of Žemaitija). It was not uncommon for canons of Vilnius to gain a bishop's mitre in the Lithuanian dioceses; Martin was a bishop who received a Vilnius canonry. While he owed his position to none but the pope and the grand duke, his lack of an established local gentry network to support him seems to have limited the range of his influence when his Jagiellonian master died (the leading boyars of Žemaitija were clients of the starosta rather than the bishop, and for some reason Sigismund the Old did not favour him). He seems to have understood his clergy and sought to strengthen the material circumstances of his cathedral clergy with confirmation of their rights and property. In this he seems to have been a 'reforming' bishop more effective than his contemporary Tabor of Vilnius. Martin kept in touch with developments in his diocese through them and maintained control over parish foundations. Unlike Tabor he did not lament to Rome the uncontrollable gentry zeal for independent parish formation, but there again his whole diocese had fewer churches than the 29 Vilnius parishes, the advowson to which Grand Duke Alexander surrendered to Albert in 1501. During his time new parishes were built on the south-western and north-eastern boundaries of his see and central foundations were consolidated with the endowment of chantries made with his consent or requesting his implementation of clerical duties. His issuing of indulgences encouraged the faithful to aid parish churches materially and to visit them on high holidays (a basic type of pilgrimage). Martin was also active in public life at a national and international (accuratius, dynastic) level during the reign of Alexander and for this he was rewarded by the monarch. His attendance at sejms, court or on embassies also provided opportunity for spiritual service (again the issuing of indulgences, the witnessing of parish foundations). He appears to have understood the precariousness nature of royal favour and sought to gain papal acknowledgment of the gifts he had received (Surviliškės, the advowsons to grand-ducal foundations) and indeed his last will and testament, which ordained that all his property go as a contribution to the rebuilding of St Peter's Basilica, if his local bequests were not respected, reflects his personal affection and (misplaced?) confidence in the Roman Curia, where his career began. Nevertheless, even though his executors registered the will with the Consistory Court in Gniezno, they were powerless to keep the predatory paws of the new Radvila bishop off their inheritance.
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MEDININKŲ VYSKUPAS MARTYNAS III LIETUVIS, VILNIAUS ARKIDIAKONAS IR KANAUNINKAS S. C. Rowell
Lithuanian Institute of History, Klaipėda University S a n t r a u k a Naudojant ligšiol istorikams plačiai neprieinamus šaltinius iš Gniezno arkivyskupo teismo ir peržiūrint publikuotus bei nepublikuotus raštus iš įvairių archyvų, straipsnyje nagrinėjamas Medininkų vyskupo Martyno III Lietuvio gyvenimas ir karjera. Galima teigti, kad Martynas -vos ne paskutinis iš miestiečių kilmės LDK vyskupų, vienas pirmųjų Italijoje studijavusių ordinarų. Jis buvo ne tradicinis vyskupu tapęs Vilniaus kanauninkas, o į kanauninkus išrinktas Medininkų vyskupas. Jo karjerą rėmė net keturi popiežiai ir LDK valdovai Kazimieras Jogailaitis bei pastarojo sūnus Aleksandras. Idant apsaugotų jam suteiktas dovanas, nekilnojamuosius pirkinius, valdovo suteiktas privilegijas, Martynas siekė gauti jų patvirtinimą Romoje arba Gniezne. Atėjus į sostus Žygimantui Senajam, vyskupas ne visai pasitikėjo vietine valdžia ir jos biurokratija (Lietuvos Metrika). Berods, jam trūko savų žmonių aplinkos LDK aukštuomenėje, o paramą sau jis susikūrė tarp Medininkų katedros dvasininkų ir mažesniųjų žemaičių bajorų. Jis rūpinosi savo kunigų gerove bei privilegijomis ir pagaliau savo turtais. Jam vyskupaujant Medininkų vyskupijos parapijų tinklas išsiplėtė prie jos pietvakarių ir šiaurės rytų pasienio ruožų. Martynas -vyskupas reformatorius, kruopščiai domėjęsis savo vyskupijos fundacijomis, siekęs plėsti vyskupo teisę skirti parapijoms kunigus ir ginti ordinaro interesus prieš ponų kišimąsi į Bažnyčios gyvenimą, prieštaraudamas žemaičių seniūno Stanislovo Jonaičio Kęsgailos pastangoms valdyti dvasininkų paskyrimus (collationes).
APPENDIX
Documents relating to the activities of Bishop Martin III of Žemaitija, 1496-1515 from the Prekier Collection (Jagiellonian Library, Cracow) and the Gniezno Consistory Court. Jan Prekier was a nineteenth-century Kaunas antiquary who collected and also copied ecclesiastical muniments from the Diocese of Medininkai. Two volumes of documents are held by the University of Cracow (Mss 6321, 6322), a microfilm copy is held in the Polish National Library in Warsaw and a film was made in 1981 of Volume II for the University of Vilnius, the whereabouts of which are now unknown. These volumes include original parchments, activated excerpts from the records of the Medininkai Consistory Court and copies made by Prekier himself. The documents date from the XV-early XIX centuries. The earliest record of the appeal is from Friday 4 July 1511 -AAG Acta Con. A 78 fo 48; proceedings continuefos48v, 50, 53v (bishop's messenger cannot arrive on time because of bad weather and poor roads), 57, 59v, 60, 63, 66v (interlocutoria), 67v-68, 68v-69 (court finds no fault in Martin's case), 70v, 84v (10 Dec. duplicaciones), 100 (28 Jan. 1512), 102, 104v, 106v, 109v, 117r-v, 121v, 123v, 130. 
God' ot Narozhenia Syna Bozhogo tysecha pech sot usmogo mtsa iiunia trynad'zatogo dnia…
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The greater Church of St Peter in the Roman Curia was being reconstructed by command of Pope Julius II. E has in curiam Worny, which makes no sense.
